THE patient, a single woman aged 34, stated that three years ago a few spots appeared on her arms, but they disappeared without treatment. Eighteen months ago she fell on her knees, and a few days after the fall patches came upon the front of both knees, where they had been bruised. The patches were described as starting with small discrete red spots which spread and coalesced, leaving white areas of skin between. These areas have extended, and fresh patches appeared from time to time.
The eruption has the characters of lichen planus of the annular type, the most extensive being on the extensor surface of the legs, just below the knees. Some of these are as large as a two-shilling piece, the centre of the spots being smooth and of normal skin colour, while at the margin are aggregated small shining flat-topped papules, in some parts with a small scale. On the front of the forearms, just above the wrists, are smaller areas the size of a sixpenny-piece, and others again on the upper arms. The eruption itched at first.
There is a history of a sore in the mouth, but there was no leukoplakia when the patient came under observation. The patient had scarlet fever and rheumatic fever as a child. She has always been ana3mic, and suffered from menorrhagia until the uterus was curetted in 1916. In 1917 she had the vermiform appendix removed, and myomectomy was performed at the same time. The Wassermann reaction was negative.
Case of Leuconychia.
By H. C. SAMUEL. THE patient is a man exhibiting leuconychia of the totalis type. The nails of both hands are affected, but the left hand is the worse. The nails are unequally affected. Toe nails are normal. He is a bacon cutter at a large grocery store, and his hands are constantly soaked in the bacon brine. He has been in this trade for the last twenty-five years, and the nails have been gradually assuming their present characteristics for fifteen years. He himself assigns the condition at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
